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tradition. But there is certainly no scientific
evidence of the fact. The Psychical Society,
which has faced some ridicule for its serious
attempt to find out the truth about these matters,
have announced that investigations of so-called
haunted houses have produced no evidence what-
ever. They seem to be a wholly unreliable
type of stories, which always break down under
careful inquiry. I am inclined myself to believe
that such stories arose in a perfectly natural
way. It is perfectly natural to simple people to
believe that the spirit which animated a mortal
body would, on leaving it, tend to linger about
the scene of suffering and death. Indeed, it is
impossible not to feel that, if the spirit has any
conscious identity, it would be sure to desire to
remain in the neighbourhood of those whom it
loved so well. But the unsatisfactory element
in these stories is that it generally appears to be
the victim of some heinous deed, and not the
perpetrator, who is condemned to make its sad
presence known, by wailing and by sorrowful
gestures, on the scene of its passion. But once
given the belief that a spirit might tend to re-
main for a time in the place where its earthly
life was lived, the terrors of man, his swift